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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1. The information disclosure statement filed 2/21/2006 is acknowledged by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. It is unclear to the examiner how the "pressure at the inlet side joint port acts on the 
valve shaft" since it appears that the fluid pressure actually acts on the valve element. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claim 1 as far as it is definite, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Pat. No. 3,873,063 (Illing). Illing discloses a valve device comprising a valve housing (10), 
an inlet side joint (connected to element 12), an outlet side joint (connected to element 13), a 
valve port (14), a valve element (15), a valve shaft (21), a driving means (1 1), an inlet side inner 
passage (12), an outlet side inner passage (13), wherein the inlet side inner passage (12) is bent 
(figure 1), and wherein pressure at the inlet side joint (connected to element 12) acts the valve 
shaft (21) form a lateral direction (figure 1). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Pat. No. 
2,733,041 (Crookston) in view of U.S. Pat. No. 4,612,954 (Lissau et aL). Crookston discloses a 
valve device comprising a valve housing (1 1), an inlet side joint port (12), an outlet side joint 
port (13), a first valve port (18), a second valve port (17), a valve element (16) having a first 
valve part (lower portion of element 16 adjacent element 17) and a second valve part (upper 
portion of element 16 adjacent element 18), a valve shaft (20), a driving means (21, 25), an inlet 
side inner passage (between element 12 and element 16), an outlet side inner passage (between 
element 16 and element 13), and wherein pressure acts between the first valve part and the 
second valve part (adjacent the lead line for elemeni 16) but lacks the inlet side inner passage 
being bent. Lissau et al. teach a valve device comprising an inlet side joint port (38), an outlet 
side joint port (40), a valve element (80), a valve shaft (84) and wherein the inlet side inner 
passage is bent (74). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the valve device of Crookston by bending the inner passage as 
taught by Lissau et al. in order to connect a fluid passage to the valve that is needed to be 
connected below the valve assembly. 
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Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Pat. No. 3,392,749 (Gneiding et al.) disclose a valve device having a bent inner 
passage. 

U.S. Pat. No. 566,164 (Glanz) discloses a valve device having pressure act between a 
first and a second valve part. 

U.S. Pat. No. 208,986 (Patterson) discloses a valve device having a bent inner passage. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John K. Fristoe Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 272-4926. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7: 00 a.m-4: 30 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eric S. Keasel can be reached on (571) 272-4929. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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